ORDINANCE NO. 23-29

An Ordinance of the City Council of the City of Whitefish, Montana, amending the City’s
Business Licensing Provisions to reflect the new Business Registration Program.

WHEREAS, City Business Licensing Provisions, Title 3, Chapter 1, were adopted by
Ordinance A-420 on November 1, 1982; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. 10-18, adopted by the City Council on December
6, 2010, certain amendments were made to make business licensure site specific as part of its
zoning compliance process; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to state law changes during the 2023 Montana Legislative Session,
the City is revamping its Business Licensing Program into a Business Registration Program; and

WHEREAS, as a municipal corporation with its own governmental charter, the City is
a self-governing unit that may exercise any power not prohibited by the Montana Constitution,
state law or its own charter; and

WHEREAS, the City’s power and authority are liberally construed, with every reasonable
doubt as to the existence of a power or authority resolved in favor of the power or authority's
existence; and

WHEREAS, the City possesses an inherent power to enact reasonable legislation for the
health, safety, welfare, or morals of the public; and

WHEREAS, the City’s proposed Business Registration Program is not intended to require
additional licensing when the state is the original issuer of the license but rather is intended to
promote public health, safety and welfare through the provision of emergency contact information
for short-term rentals, regular fire inspections of businesses and other entities and confirmation of
liability insurance for contractors, as well as to allow the City to track and collect resort tax; and

WHEREAS, City staff prepared amendments to the Whitefish City Code covering
Business Licenses, as shown in Exhibit "A", including the changes based on new state law adopted
during the 2023 Montana Legislative Session; and

WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing at which the proposed amendments would be
considered by the City Council was published in conformity with § 7-1-4127, MCA; and

WHEREAS, at a public hearing held by the City Council on November 20, 2023, the
Whitefish City Council received and considered oral and written reports by City staff, received
public input, and considered the proposed amendments; and

WHEREAS, it will be in the best interests of the City of Whitefish, and its inhabitants, to
adopt the proposed amendments to the City’s Business Licensing Provisions to reflect the proposed
Business Registration Program.




NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of Whitefish,
Montana, as Hllows:

Section 1: All of the recitals set forth above are hereby adopted as Findings of Fact.

Section 2: The amendments to the City's Business Licensing Provisions as shown in
Exhibit "A," attached hereto and incorpor: :d herein by reference, are hereby adopted. Language
that has been stricken is shown interlineate ind language that has been added is shown underlined.

Section 3: In the event any word, phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph, section or other part
of the Ordinance set forth herein is held invalid by a court of competent iurisdiction, such judgment
shall affect only that part held 1valid, and the remaining provisions ereof shall continue in full

forceand e :ct.

Section 4: This Ordinance shall take effect thirty (30) days, after its adoption by the City
Council of the City of Whitefish, Montana, and signing by the Mayor or Deputy Mayor thereof.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE CITY MrOT™NATT AR TUE ATV AT WIITTOTION
MONTANA, THIS 20TH DAY OF NOVEMBER

ATTEST:

wvienele AowKke, ity Uiais















3-1 FINE OR PENALTY:

Every person who w  ully violates or who procures. aids or abets in the w 1l violation of this
chapter or any regulation adonted pursuant thereto e deemed guilty of a misdemeanor
and, upon conviction ¢ nunished as provided 1n the general penalty in section 1-4-1
of this code. Every person who w  ully violates or who procures, aids or abets in the w1l
violation of this chapter or any regulation adonted pursuant thereto € deemed to have
committed a mu :ipal infraction, anc e assessed the civil penalty described in section
1-4-4 of this code. Each day that a violation remain: onstitute a separate violation. For
each s arate incident, the city lect to treat tne violation as a misdemeanor or a

munic 1l infraction, but not botn. 1t a violation is repeated, the city may treat the initial
violation as a misdemeanor and the repeat violation as a municipal infraction, or vice versa.



